





magnesium girl

I was kissing the gixl

with magnesium breath,

all over me

her burning hot magnesium

ahh to touch

the boundaries of delight

and pain

for you only hurt these you can love
when [ust becomes a mercenary

for the weak hearted of humanicy

the magnesium breath

inviting me to her bowl of splinters '
nothing but the frozen tears of her last love
picked up in the rain

and our relationship,

a shrouded threesome,

death always being

that silent partner

oh that magnesium gitl

with the strawberry hair

how my black flesh and 1ye once lingered
to be one with you

my magnesium girl |



on the river

it was a drive through the sleeping industrial giants
and thirty minutes before a flight
along Brisbane’s vein of union disputes
to a secluded spot on the river’s edge
with its cold sea breezes and dead thingg,
we kissed
and said goodbye
discovering that we both had feelings for deserted factories
and abandoned mechanical bits
and for each other
thirty minutes before a flight
- and two writers can’t find the words
to case the tearing of departure
serenaded by a blow-torch on a rusting iron hulk upon the water
grey smoke billowing from the old power station
the landscape studded with electric fences and weeds
her and T at home amongst it all ‘
we kissed
and said goodbye



-

waiting for the good man

we kissed goodbye at the terminal

and upon seeing you for the last time

I felt the good man leaving,

the good man that existed in the hotel room -

the good man that loved you across the table, finen and fine
wines - 3 .

the good man that appreciated your perfume

and ran his fingers gently through your hair

catching in his rings as for you he listened

for the laughter while resting in your breasts

I felt the good man leaving

- as if I couldnt convince him that I'd changed

that you had made a difference -

and that I could breathe easy in the darkenss of early morning
I felt the good man leaving-

and now

I'll be missing both of you
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a verse for the cheated

growing up on the southery fringe of the Sunshine Coast
we often heard adulis ra.tﬁbling on about the [oca} ecbnoxﬁy }
and saw the bright plumage and wealth of tourists
those who came wich an odd hunger for visitation
and soon left as tourises :
some who copped the brunt of oy youthful grievances
those buying postcards of pristine beaches
that were nowhere near yg
and purchasing painted corg] stolen from hundreds
of miles away
and branded with the tag, MADE IN TATWAN,
they arrived in theijr brand-new cars that sparkled
upon a strip of bitumen that we regarded as a petylang beast,
a highway that carried some of us away
forever
young and unaware of the finality of death
its greedy black claws lubricated on the nectar of broken dreams

my mate who had his licence for only a week
-+ the sister of a friend on 2 casual drive home
- an academic in the senjor clags, the world at her fingertips

-++ another mate taken on a motorbike

and a friend who ended up as a plaything for the monster

pulled from the wreckage screaming, fed on painkiflers and
nightmares

and the recalcitran; animal

Prepared to deliver us on oy future paths of success
and to pick a few off oy our way
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labelled

the docrors probed
while I persisted stamping my hooves

on the cold floor of the locked ward

“My Watson ... you don't eat grass!”
" “Crap!” I flared.

hooves tap, clop, tok, tap ...

“Molasses, salt tablets. Now!” I snarled.

“Mr Watson ... why these antics?!”

“Let me out of here ... 'ma wigner ... I have a Cup to win!”

“Mr Watson ... yow're not a race hotse ... youre a human beingl”
Oh yeah?

all my life 've been under some kind of label —
full blood?
half blood ...
half breed!
half caste —
and even questioned about being
a quadroon
well :
with magnificent bloodlines like that
I decided

I must be a goddamned pedigree of some sort!
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poem 9

how do you know?

that the mud doesn’t feel the pain
of your weight upon its resting place
how do you know?

like the snake that rushes before your feet
and you the only audience

a gift only for your eyes

from the old people

maybe?

how do you know?

the tree that moves in the breeze
its branches caressing your head
maybe a touch of recognition?
maybe?

how do we know that this could be
our final resting place?

or sacred to someone else

but how can you tell?

is it voices or wind that pushes

the afternoon tide? .
does your shadow talk to the land °
or is it just a shroud of light?

are we asking the right questions?

and can they only be answered here on the
wetlands?

are the answers here for our blindness

or was blindness the only answer

our ears were content with?







| hotel bone .

the street resembles a neck

from a wayward guitar

with Hotel Bone sitting idle on a vein,
wedged between two frets

where the bad runes can reach her

these white stucco walls, | imagine, once carried a vision of pear]
now a gourd for asylum seekers,
Iraqi, Indonesian, Sri Lankan
and one crazy Aboriginal ... who lives with a typewriter
but not with the brevity of a visa on my head; no, /¢
my longevity was guaranteed before I was born
in the 1967 referendum

the freedom to practice the voodoo of semantics

within the marrow of Hotel Bone

existence only 2 minutes walk
from some of the best latte lounges in the city
yet, white faces don’t come down here
until they've been classified unfit for duty
no longer permitted upon the chorus line
of the cappuccino song
where multi-culturalism is in an airline format

first-class, business and economy seating

but those of us who submit to the chance of mystery-flights
end up on the tar, of Hotel Bone

a haven from Saddam, Suharto, the Tarr%il Tigers
and One Nation
this Hotel Bone;
it is hard

it is reachable

it is home
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smoke signals

‘1 remember construction cranes like herds of frozen
praying-mantis, high on the steamy Bjelke-Petersen plateau above
a brown snake-coiled river. It was from this view, at the age of 4, E
 that I learnt to read the columns of Brisbane city. And from this
* view, | came to recognise the segregation of Smoke. Black smoke
- darkened the blue-collar suburbs, covering the workers in
" birnt-rubber cologne. Black smoke wis saved for industrial
accidents, or when a lower-income family had their fibro-lined
. house smothered in winter flames. But whize smoke, white smoke
plumed from chez-nouveau, white-collar fireplaces. White smoke
belonged to European engines with a smooth choke, White smoke
stayed behind the construction cranes where I imagined a life that -
would neverdepreciate. A place where children weren't scared of the
dark. Beyond the white smoke was where I thought I would
discover the Lucky Country

highrises dictate
a crow punciuates the sky
clouds qwait erroy
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